Religious Changes
Identify the source you found stressful
Despite religion being a common term used by people to express opinions and beliefs concerning the existence, nature, and worship as well as the divine involvement of human life, the exist a huge population of humanity that is not obliged to a specific organized church yet they perceive themselves as being religious (2). As a result, issues such as Confucianism would be observed as being a religion on its own.
Identify the source that you find particularly difficult to read
The fact that different religions occurred due to certain informal factors in many parts of the world implies that everyone had the freedom to express the religion in any way without interfering with other. It is difficult to understand the role of missionaries who accompanied Spanish and Portuguese explorers (3). It is believed that they were to play a different from role from the explorers and help establish stability in areas they set sail. Unfortunately, we get to learn that they played an active role in the destruction of local religious practices while trying to enforce theirs.
Identify a passage or source that you find ironic
The passage considered to be ironic is that discussing the division of the Roman Catholic Church into the Protestant and Catholic Reformations. The Roman Catholic Church was considered corrupt and misguided thus protests for it to be rejected instead of reformed (5). The fact that such religions were subject to immense critics does not justify why missionaries played a major role in suppressing indigenous religions in areas they went to. As such, it proves that no religion was superior to another having in mind that they all worshiped a supreme being. If an equal ground was provided for the indigenous tribes to prove relevancy of their religious practices, it would have been justified to condemn them.
Select a short passage that you would read aloud to your roommate.
The short passage that I would opt to read to my roommate relates to interwoven transformations since it is as a result of the religious innovations and reforms that resulted to subsequent interactions within religions and were shaped by them (6). The reason behind this is to emphasize how some practices were not worthy of upholding despite being practiced by some communities. Moreover, when there exists an understanding between different groups based on a common interest, it is always possible to achieve the intended outcome. An example consists of Mesoamerica where the Tlacealel subjected Mexica to human sacrifice thus an increased level of uprising from Mexica (6).
Identify a short passage or source that made you emotionally tired.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some of the religious interactions between communities ended up being violent to an extent that religion hugely contributed to colonization. Examples include the colonial conquest of Mesoamerica, and the conflicts between Catholics and Protestants in Europe, and that between Ottomans and Safavids (9). The fact that one could not agree with another in terms of religious beliefs portrayed them as enemies expressed in harsh languages and unforgiving images.
Identify a short passage or source that made you emotionally happy.
Within the Ottoman Empire, the Sultan, Suleyman, had origins from the Sunni Muslim but was never against the idea of other religious groups expressing themselves freely (7). Despite his intentions being based on how best to strengthen his empire, such actions can be considered as being humane. He allowed Christians and Jews to continue practicing their religion as well as maintaining their leaders. Unlike Suleman’s empire, Sunni Muslims were subject to persecution in the Safavid Empire (7).
Select a short passage or a source that you found unsettling.
The passage that I find unsettling is that of the numerous religious transformations within the Asian region that sparked a harsh response from Japanese rulers (7). Most people within South Asia, formerly Hindu and Muslims, started converting to Sikhism thus making it become the fifth largest religion worldwide (7). For China, Christian conversion was practiced to a certain level unlike in Japan which was characterized by high conversion rates. This brought a concern to the Japanese leaders who saw their religious heritage being welcoming to many other foreign religions.
